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food for all this crowd.” *(About five thousand men were there
But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in Froups
disciples did so, and everyone sat down '6Taking the five loaves and the
ing up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them.® Then he gave them 1
distribute to the people. '7 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples p
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James’ with him and went
D onto a mountain to pray. * ° As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and
AR became as bright as a flash of lightning. *Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared
s splendor, talking with Jesus. ¥ They spoke about his departure,»* which he was
gwing to fulfillmerft at Jerusalem. 32Peter and his companions were very sleepy,v
fthey became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.
were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master,” it is good for us to be here. Let
e shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know
s saying.) :
e he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as
ed the cloud. 35A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I
nosee listen to him."* *When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was
- ples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they

Peter Says Jesus Is the Messiah (109/Matthew 16:13-20: Ma
'"Once when Jesus was Praying® in private and his disciples were
them, "Who do the crowds say | am?
'“They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still §
the prophets of long ago has come back 10 life."*
20“But what about you?"he asked. “Who do you sav [ am? ; »
Peter answered, “God'’s Messiah. !
Bals a Demon-Possessed Boy (112/Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29)

when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. 38A
U called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child.
es him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he
outh. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him. 4°I begged your dis-
e it out, but they could not.”
Inbeligame and perverse generation,”z Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with
? Bring your son here.”
e was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a convulsion,
’ pe impure spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father. “3And
" d at the greatness of God

His Death the Second Time
17:22-23; Mark 9:30-32)

bne was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples,*4“Listen care-
I'am about 2o tell you: The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands
But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that
R grasp it’® and they were afraid to ask him about it.

ne's “cr very Ciple e about Who Would Be the Greatest
i, gty by R, = ’;. :1-6; Mark 9:33-37) *

16, 17 Why did Jesus bother 10 teed these people? He could just FOr De L 2 o ity g
as easiy have sent them on thewr way, but Jesus does not xinore S s ; s}aned among the dlsuples'as to which of them would be me great-
needs. He ts concerned with every aspect of our lives—the physical mowing their thoughts,? took a little child and had him stand beside him.
as well as the spintual. As we work to bring wholeness fo people’s
ives, we must never ignore the fact that all of us have both physical
and spiritual needs. it is Impossible 1o minister effectively 1o one type
f need without considering the other

Jesus Predicts His Death the First Time (110/Matthew 16

?1Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone.2 23 n ' '
must suffer many things’ and be rejected by the elders, the '
the law,/ and he must be killed* and on the third day’ be rai

“3Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my di
take up their cross daily and follow me.” 24 For whoever want®
but whoever loses their life for me will save it.° * What g
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their ven self? ¢
words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them# when he
of the Father and of the holy angels.¢

“Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will no

kingdom of God

9:13, 14 When the disciples expressed concern about where the
Crowd of thousands would eat, Jesus offered a surprsing solubion:

You give them something-4o eat.” The disciples protested focusing
their attention on what they didn’t have (food and money). Do you
think God would ask you 1o do something that you and he together
couldn’t handle? Don't et your kack of resources blind you to seeing
God's power

Isteners would not guidance from merely human sources and thereby neglect Christ's

9:18-20 The Christian taith goes beyond knowing what others 4 ’ aNQdom was among message. Test everything you hear against Jesus' words and you will

believe. it requires us to hold beliefs for ourselves. When Jesus asks Verythng you b, not be led astray. If we believe he is God's Son, then we suredy will
Who do you say | am?” he wants us 0 take a stand. Who do you say > e top of a mountain  Want 1o do what he says

Jesus is? |  atl eat prophet, but 9:37-39 Peter, James, and John experienced a wonderful moment

9:21 Jesus told his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ 8 < o d Elijah, represent- on the mountain, and they probably didn't want to leave. Sometimes

because at this point they didn't fully understand the significance of . ’ . ' bd's voice singled out we to0 have such an inspiring experience that we want 10 stay where

that confession—nor would anyone else Everyone still expected ¢ 5essed divine authority we are—away from the reality and problems of our daily life. Knowing

Messiah 10 come as a cor ing king. But even though Jesus was ophets (Matthew 5:17) that struggles await us in the valley encourages us 1o linger on the

the Messiah, he still had to suffer be rejected by the leaders, be killod /i shefters, he may have mountaintop. Yet staying on top o'! @ mountan prohibits our minister-

and rise from the dead. When the disciples saw all thes happen 1o herk shalters were set yp  ing 10 others. Instead of becoming spiritual giants, we would $00n

Jesus, they would understand what the Messiah had come to do. Only in Egypt.  become dwarled by our self-centeredness. We need times of retreat

then would they be equipped to share the gaspel that the Messiah had Ot this was not and renewal but only so we can return to minister 1o the world. Qur

come and brought his kingdom to people's hearts or Jesus, Moses, faith must make sense off the mountain as well as on it

t real faith is built on 9:40 Mycouldn(lhe&scnobsdmeaﬂtheevlsuﬁ"kxi

d Jesus. But Peter grew passible answer, see the note on Mark 9:18,

dwiite of Jesus asthe .45 46 The disciples didn't understand Jesus' words about his

O the church (1 Peter 2:6). death. They stil thought of Jesus as only an earthly king, and they

power and authority: thus hes weooncemeo&wlﬂ\evphcesmmeundommmwm

@ person's teaching is tne it Qn thow inmnsad famon! comade b - sas- o o —

9:22 This was the turning point In Jesus nstruction 1o his disciples
From then on he began teaching clearly and specifically w
could expect, so that they would not be surpnsed when it happened
He explained that he would not now be the conquering Messiah
because he first had 1o suffer, die. and rise agam. But one day he
would retum in great glory to set up his eternal kingdom
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